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turers. It had no enthusiasm either for fighting or
ruling, and constantly enjoined its servants to avoid
fresh commitments by every means in their power.
Upon these rudiments the modern British Empire
was to be founded, and we may now consider the
history of that process.
New Settlements at the close of the eighteenth
century
First, there were two new movements for settle-
ment that afterwards led to greater things. In the
United States there were a large number of men
who had held to the old cause and had fought for
George III in the War of Independence. There was
no room for them in the new republic, and they
had to go. History knows them as the United
Empire Loyalists, the losing side in what had been
in some respects a civil war. They went north-
wards, into half-empty Nova Scotia, into the com-
pletely waste region which they peopled under the
name of New Brunswick, and into another waste
region called Ontario, where they made a British
Canada to the south-west of the French Quebec.
The other movement entailed a much longer
journey, to the fertile east coast of Australia which
Captain Cook had examined in 1770. Philanthropists
in England were demanding reform in the prisons,
which were crowded and pestilent. The Govern-
ment tried the experiment of transporting the
convicts to a healthy, empty country, where the
conditions, hard though they might be, would at
least be better than in cells and hulks at home.
Cook's New South Wales was chosen as the scene,